


“The late Elder Matthew Cowley, who was a member of the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles, once recounted the Saturday afternoon experience of a grandfather as hand in 
hand he took his small granddaughter on a birthday visit—not to the zoo or to the mov-
ies but to the temple grounds. With permission of the groundskeeper, the two walked to 
the large doors of the temple. He suggested that she place her hand on the sturdy wall 
and then on the massive door. Tenderly he then said to her, “Remember that this day 
you touched the temple. One day you will go inside.” His gift to the little one was not 
candy or ice cream but an experience far more significant and everlasting—an apprecia-
tion of the house of the Lord. She had touched the temple, and the temple had touched 
her.” 
Thomas S. Monson, “Blessings of the Temple,” Liahona, Oct 2010, 12–19 
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